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This year’s People and Homes 
conference comes at a critical moment 
for Wales. From the trauma of the 
past two years have emerged vital 
lessons for the future. As we head 
into the next Welsh Government 
term there are unique opportunities 
to get to the root of Wales’ housing 
emergency. This year’s conference, 
held digitally over two days, focuses on 
what really matters. Day One explores 
what’s causing Welsh homes to be 
unaffordable for so many people.  
Day Two focuses on the future and  
asks where we go next as a nation in 
the fight to end homelessness.

Shelter Cymru
25 Walter Road
Swansea
SA1 5NN

Phone: 01792 469400
Email: info@sheltercymru.org.uk
Advice and support services: 0345 075 5005
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DAY 1: TACKLING THE WELSH HOUSING EMERGENCY
10.30- 11.00 Networking and exhibitor viewing

11.00-11.05 Chair’s introduction: Shayne Hembrow, Shelter Cymru Chair of Trustees

11.05-11.20 Setting the scene: Ruth Power, CEO Shelter Cymru

In Shelter Cymru’s 40th year of fighting bad housing and homelessness in Wales, our 
CEO Ruth Power reflects on where we are and where we go next

11.20-11.55 Generation Rent

Chloe Timperley, author of Generation Rent, discusses the roots of the housing crisis and 
its shameful impact on people

11.55-12.20 The Welsh housing affordability citizens’ commission

An update on Shelter Cymru’s exciting new campaign, working alongside citizens to 
define the solutions to Wales’s housing emergency

12.20-13.00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

BREAKOUT #1: WHO OWNS WALES?
The main reason why housing is so expensive is the availability and cost of land. This 
session examines issues round land ownership and land affordability, including a look at 
how communities in Scotland are making use of their rights to buy land, and an exciting 
new project to map who owns land in Wales.

Speakers: Linsay Chalmers, Community Land Scotland and Dr Sioned Haf, Bangor University

BREAKOUT #2: BRINGING LAND INTO USE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Housing Justice Cymru is leading the way in making land available to tackle the housing 
emergency at its root. Hear about a model that breaks new ground in the provision of 
social homes to end homelessness.

Speakers: Bonnie Navarra, Mike Owen and Sian Bradley, Housing Justice Cymru

BREAKOUT #3: GENERATION RENT, DISCUSSING THE DETAIL
An opportunity for detailed discussion and Q and A with our keynote speaker Chloe 
Timperley.

13.00-14.00 Lunch and virtual networking

14.00-14.05 PM session: Chair’s welcome

14.05-14.35 Land for the many: our most fundamental asset

George Monbiot, Guardian columnist, author and activist, and Beth Stratford, fellow at the 
New Economics Foundation and co-founder of the London Renters’ Union, present a 
range of proposals to address the fundamental issue of land affordability that drives the 
housing crisis.



14.35-14.55 Debate: Bold action to tackle the housing emergency: what should Wales 
do?

Panel members reflect on the day and discuss what the priorities for the new Welsh 
Government must be in order to make good homes affordable and accessible for all.

Panel members tbc

15.00 Chair wrap up Day 1

DAY 2: LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
10.30-11.00 Networking and exhibitor viewing

11.00-11.10 Chair’s introduction: Meri Huws, Trustee, Shelter Cymru

11.10-11.20 A word from our main sponsor: Luke Takeuchi, CEO RHA Wales

11.20-11.40 New Government, new vision: speech by the newly elected Minister for 
Housing and Local Government

11.45-12.30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

BREAKOUT #1: ACCESSING ESSENTIAL SERVICES IN A POST-COVID WORLD
Shelter Cymru’s Take Notice project brings the voice of people with lived experience 
to shape and review service design. Hear about Take Notice’s recent work with Conwy 
Council on how to make homelessness services accessible when remote working 
is the norm.

Speakers: Take Notice members, Carey Hill, Project Coordinator and Deborah Dodd, Conwy Council

#2: FRONTLINE PRESSURES IN HOMELESSNESS SERVICES
The last year has brought extreme pressure to bear on frontline services across the 
housing and homelessness sector. This session considers how best to support workers 
as we move towards the ‘new normal’.

Speakers: Dr Edith England, Cardiff Metropolitan University and Charlotte Waite, Platfform

#3: OVERCOMING WORK BARRIERS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN SUPPORTED 
ACCOMMODATION
Multiple research studies have found that many young people in supported 
accommodation want to be able to work. Overcoming work barriers is not 
straightforward but there is a strong will in the sector to do things differently in order 
to help young people into independence. Hear good practice examples and help shape 
recommendations to government.

Speakers: Tamsin Stirling, housing consultant and Sam Austin, Llamau
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#4: WORKING TOGETHER TO END HOMELESSNESS FROM SOCIAL HOUSING
Strong local partnerships are essential for ending evictions into homelessness. Paul 
Bevan, who leads Shelter Cymru’s Oak Foundation-funded research programme, 
describes emerging good practice in multi-agency working.

Speakers: Paul Bevan, Shelter Cymru, Jon Tumelty, Monmouthshire Housing Association, and Emma 
Hammonds, Bron Afon Housing Association 

12.30-13.30 Lunch and virtual networking

13.30-13.40 PM session: Chair’s welcome

13.40-14.00 Changing systems to end homelessness

Golden Key is an eight-year project funded by the National Lottery Community Funds 
Fulfilling Lives programme. The Bristol-based partnership works closely with people 
with complex needs to change systems and cultures. More than just service delivery, 
this exciting project walks along clients who identify what works for them and what 
doesn’t. This learning feeds into larger-scale systems change.

Speaker: Hannah Mahoney, Golden Key Programme Manager

14.05-14.50 Sharing responsibility to end homelessness: a look at the evidence

To make the case that ending homelessness matters across the public sector, we need 
to be smart in how we use evidence. In this session we will review recent research 
findings and debate their implications as part of a wide-ranging discussion about 
partnership working across homelessness, health, education and other key sectors.

Speakers: Dr Peter Mackie, Cardiff University; Hannah Browne-Gott, PhD researcher; Jiao Song and 
Charlotte Grey, Public Health Wales.

Followed by panel debate

14.50-15.00 Chair wrap up conference
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